CLED 835
COMPREHENSIVE EXAM PREPARATION: QUESTION TWO ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS
OVERVIEW
The Comprehensive Exam (sometimes referred to as the “doctoral examination”) is taken in two parts (see EdD Research Doctoral Handbook). 
The first part of the exam involves writing a research paper on the topic the student intends to develop in the Dissertation. This topic is approved by the professor and demonstrates that the student has a grasp of critical literature related to the proposed dissertation topic. The paper is written in the form of an article with details provided, as part of a future course. 
The second part of the exam involves writing a paper on the research method to be used in the dissertation research work. This second element of the exam requirement is designed to ascertain the level of understanding and competency the student has obtained, in order to demonstrate the potential for the successful pursuit of the dissertation research design (see the EdD Research Doctoral Handbook, p. 12). The EdD Research Handbook is located on the Comprehensive Exam Preparation: Question Two Assignment page under the Comprehensive Exam Preparation Resources.
INSTRUCTIONS
Items to include are outlined as follows:

· Comprehensive Exam Question: The question that must be answered for this assignment is located in the Comprehensive Exam Preparation: Question Two section below. While this question is readily available on the first day of the course, you are highly encouraged to only review the question during the module the assignment is due to most adequately prepare you for a comprehensive final. As a general practice, you should only use five days to complete question.
· Question Guidelines: Read the question carefully. Reflect on the specific elements the question addresses. Follow the outline where provided or create an outline. The submitted document must be in current APA style and include: 
· Title page (see Sample Title Page: Course Content>Course Guides and Assignment Instructions>Additional Information)
· Times New Roman (12-point) font, double-spaced, introduction/conclusion, headings/page numbers, and a reference page.
· Academic, scholarly language (includes thesis, grammar, sentence structure, and punctuation) that skillfully communicates meaning with clarity and fluency, and is virtually error-free.
· Scholarly literature must be cited (no minimum requirement).
· Required Microsoft Word Document format.
This assignment will develop scholarly writing skills, preparation for Comprehensive Exams and Dissertation.
COMPREHENSIVE EXAM PREPARATION: QUESTION TWO
Creswell (2015) instructed, 
I see mixed methods research as:
An approach to research in the social, behavioral, and health sciences in which the investigator gathers both quantitative (close-ended) and qualitative (open-ended) data, integrates the two, and then draws interpretations based on the combined strengths of both sets of data to understand research problems.
A core assumption of this approach is that when the investigator combines statistical trends (quantitative data) with stories and personal experiences (qualitative data), this collective strength provides a better understanding of the research problem than either form of data alone (p. 1). 
Creswell, J. W. (2015). A concise introduction to mixed methods research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.
From Nordhoff and Hall (1960), conduct a mixed methods study on the Bounty as an organization: 
Investigate: How will the mixed method strategy proceed? What data is needed? How will it be coded? What instruments will be used to collect data? What variables need to be identified? How will theory be utilized? What Organizational theories will benefit examination? 
Hint: Remember the theme for the week is Application and Analysis. As doctors, you have a tough case with no simple diagnosis. You are going to need to research and find out what the patient needs. You check the available data (literature, history, statistics, etc.). You interview the patient to find the symptoms and to determine the feelings of the patient (interviews, coding, etc.). This is a mixed strategy (quantitative & qualitative) for a thorough diagnosis. You might need to collect quantitative data to get a generalized view of the organization (patient) and qualitative data to examine the feelings of the organization (patient). A mixed strategy is important.

